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ABSTRACT
Status of Criminal Offence in Islamic Law and Conventional Law.The criminal law is based
upon crime, if there is crime, there is punishment. But there is a dire need to know which act or
omission is crime and which is not. And how a crime is established? Which elements are required to
form a crime? How many kinds of crime? And which crime is liable to be punished? In this article it
has been tried to discuss the definition of crime which is defined by different Islamic scholars,
jurists and conventional jurists. Some Islamic jurists did not confined crime and its punishment to
this world but they included crime to those acts and omissions which could not be punished in this
world but be punishable here in after. There is also a discussion about different kinds of crime and
its effect on punishment. Crime has been defined by Blackstone and Stephen which is almost
applicable in conventional law. Crime has also been defined in Pakistan Penal Code and Criminal
Procedural Code. A comparison of crime has also been done between Islamic Law and Conventional
Law and the differences between these two laws have been highlighted.

Key Words: Crime, Dgﬁnition, Islamic Law, Conventional Law, Jurists, Kinds gf crime,
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21- Blackstone, Sir William (b- July 10, 1723, London, d- Feb. 14, 1780, willing ford.) English
Jurist, auther of commentaries on the laws of England. The new Encylopeadia, Britannica,
Volume. 2 Micropeadia. Ready Reference. Page 263-, Ed. 15.

22.- Khan, S.A., Principles of Criminal Law (Based on Outlines of Crinianl Lawby CS Kenny),page
-4, Mansoor Book House, Lahore, Ed.- 1998.

23.- Stephen, Sir Jams Fitzjamer (b- March 3, 1829, London d- March 11, 1894, Safforlk,
Eng),Britishlegal historian, Anglo- Indian administrator, Hudge, and other noted for his
criminal Law reform proposal. The New Encylopeadia Britannica, vol11, page. 251.

24.- Khan, S.A., Principles of Criminal Law (Based on Outlines of Crinianl Law by CS Kenny),
page -4,Mansoor Book House, Lahore, Ed.- 1998.

25. Khan S.A Principles of Criminal Law p 5. See also Crime and Criminal Law, P. 4, by K.D.
Gaur.

26. R. V. Russel, (1933) V. L. R. 59.

27- The word "offence™ denotes an act made punishable by this Code. In chapter 1V,

Chapter V-A and in the following sections namely Sections 64and 445, the word,
"offence, (PPC, sec. 40, p-38).
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28- Offence means any act or omission made punishable by any Law for the time being in force,
(Cr.P.C., Sec —4, P -8).
29. Russell, Charles Russell Baron (b- Nov. 10, 1832, Newry, Country Down, Ire- d- Aug 10,

1900, London), Lord Chief Justice of England from June 1894 untill his death. A formidable
coutroom advocate, he became widely admired as a strong but moderate Judge. The New

Encyclopeadia, Britanica vol. 10, page 251.
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